3/13/70 


Dear Paul, 


Althougii for so-T.a tirna have Tslt tiiat tuere are aome areas in wtiicii 
we should proceed on a nsed-to-khow basis, I mske an exception in this case to 
tall you wast I regard as good news, do nit nave too niucii. 

You should have had a glim-ier of what I wsa working on from the ellip- 
sis in my letters following ray telling Hal while he was here. 

For some time I have been in touch with lerry Hay, by mail and by (S?§) 
pnone. After we established s basis of trust -it took some time for him to stop 
saying he chce knew a good Jew in Chicago, but the other Jewc kicked him out 
because he enjoyed life - he was, in some ways, enormously helpful to me. Mean- 
while, I was csliig the shots in advance, and accurately. James knew I was writing 
a book that wouLld say and pro-ve the evidence did not probe he fired the shot but 
on the coijfrsiry proved he didn't. iVhen there wa® indication Jerry might himself 
be framed (and he was aware of it), I arranged for Bud to be his lawyer in an 
emergency, if it came to pass, on one basis: Jerry would be truthful with him. No 
fee. Bud was kind of floored when I asked him, but ce agreed. It haprens he is 
well connected where Jerry then lived. And in ‘Tenn. I toen asked Bud if I could 
extend his clientele if he would accept another non-paying client. He again agreed. 

Well, I have now arranged it. Bud represents James Earll He saw him last 
week, they got along ofcsy. 7?hen I spoke to Jerry and asked him to broach it, he 
did, snd on getting an expression of wi’ lingneso, he then backgrounded me on the 
things to be avoided and 1, in turn, prepared Bud. So, this having been the best 
advise, when Bud saw James Earl, they got along fine. Since then, Jerry has h-ard 
from James Earl. Last night he told me James seems satisfied and had written his 
other lawyers telling them Bud had joined the staff. Bud, meanwhile, is to have 
writian them also. Unless the:/ say something, we want not to. This is the strangest 
arrangement since Mutt and Jeff, Stoner end BudI Pe’ll have to see how long it lasts 
and who either leaves or gets fired. 

Bud's impressions confirm my own analysis, there is no overt indication 
of racism, at least not toe virulent kind. He is more intelligent tnan tne things 
he has done would indicate, but here (my belief, not discussed with Hud) ne has 
outfoxed himself (Jerry agrees). 

When -I first started working on this, the understanding was that I'd be 
the invatigator and in on tne meetings witn Jtmes Earl, Here Bud did not inform me of 
his irapending visit (I leared it from Jerry), or the delay (ditto) and did not take 
me, on tne ground I'd not have been able to get in with hlra the first time. He also 
did not tell me yesterday of Jerry's contact wih him after hearings from James, but 
Jerry did last night ($$$ again), snd the next step if the three of us get together. 
Jerry had suggested Nashville, Bud finally suggested here, to wnich Jerry agreed), 
but by tne time he spoke to me last night, henad changed to Nashville again. 7/e'll see 
I favor here or DC, which is what bud said, for Jerry to see wnat H ...ave done, thit 
my work is done and I have no commercial motive, and what it shows. I think this will 
make a tetter basis, but I'll agree with the other two. Jerry hss financial nroblems 
again. However, with tne understanding I hcd of the c- iminal mind, confirmed in 
some detail by tee expert Jerry, who has personal knowledge, I think it is important 
for James Earl to understand what 1 already know and believe, so h- will not con- 
sider himself a squealer. I have hopes and expectations that, as a res^Ht of tais, 
he will point to a place where I nave, until s little ober a year ago, spent some 
time aid have some familiarity. You kno?f my beliefs in this direction from my c/riting. 
The one tainga along this line Bud got (he was cautioned not to ask -this was volun- ' 
t.«ad) 1. Ho., if .ill „o,n, 

ago wnen I was out tnera. 



I took you to meet o man. wtiose organization I hope would te able to parovlde the 
carding of the indexes. I hsTC a fritadly relationship with his later ego in this 
.■other place, and, in anticipation of this development, h vex asked him to under- 
take a checking of the man Jerry Cohen called. So far it is negative, but he did 
undertake it. So, deppite their present, darker hangups, I am not without resources 
In taat place and, -as you can imagine, I would be unwilling to draw upon the more 
obviohs ones available to me, even if their resoi^irces are greater. However, there 
is the possibility I will have to. 

I think all of this pute the suit in a somewhat different and better 
context, and t'rat the possible outcome of the suit can have more significance. 

Hera I ask you to read the letter you will find attached to the coinplaint from the 
legal advisor with great care, for in it Is something everyone seems to have missed 
but I regard as, legally, of tne greatest importance. I do not kno- If I earlier 
sent you the letter to which it responds. I drafted it for Bud's signature oack 
in November. 


Meanwhile, this is not the only seeming impossibility on which I've 
been worki.ng. The others have not yet come to a stags where I have anything to 
repcj.rt. As I have tried to Indicate in o\ir discussions on Davison, I have come to 
learn what is new for ne, patience, that some things have to take time to ripen. 

I waited almost a |iear before approaching Jerry, until I thought the time and the 
state of my understanding were right. I then did what I had decided upon at, the 
first, and it worked. Th-^" -cerson through whom I approached him turned out tijx be 
the right one, so I war lucky. Te*!! have th see i f my adde.J plsns c-jii cohb to frui 
tion. If I can arrange v.’b3t I plen, i t will be oyiite scmetning. And it may be the 
means by which we can, if tnere Is suon a possibility, get one assassinations into 
tne right focus. One of the areas I feel 1 can safely meaticn is Conyers. I have a 
relationship with him now. They are reading COUP (both prts), and were rather 
stunned with some of tne things J pointed out wnen f delivered it. I think that in 
the area shove, be may be of help and may be able to mobilize mors help, when tne 
time comes and v;nen I tell him. Ifnich is not quite yet. 

Well, T guess this is the essence, is alj. now have time for. Please 

although some of this must be known, like Bud’s visit to Jamas, and I do not know 

how widely, say nothing of it save to Sal and ^im and tnen in nerson. 

I add tais; If you recall what I have written and rjaat yu have been 

referred to above, you will see what I regard as several basis f"r getting a new 

trial: new evidence being one thing, denial of rights being another, and, what 
could be a sensation, the claim of in® mp-etant counsel being a third. The first 
tv7o hove multiple aspects, one area abundant in COUP II. The suit just filed will 
provide the next or another. 


Sincerely, 


Harold Weisbsrg 



